
Conceiving the Architecture of Power: the Building of the Basilica of  
St Peter in Renaissance Rome

This illustrated lecture will discuss the conception of a new basilica of St 
Peter by Pope Julius II. Bramante’s design, with its references to ancient 
architecture, was both a tribute to St Peter and a monument to the 
ambition and power of Pope Julius II; but, after his death, subsequent 
popes and architects changed that vision. The result, after 120 years of 
construction, is the church we see today.
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